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Dear Colleagues, 

Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

I would like to welcome all who have come to the opening of the ASEAN Centre at 
MGIMO. This is an important event in relations between the Russian Federation and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations that we have long been waiting for. The idea of 
establishing the Center was first put forward by Thailand in 2005 during the first-ever 
Russia-ASEAN summit in Kuala Lumpur. 

Over the past five years, our dialogue partnership has grown stronger and marked 
weighty practical results. Political dialogue is advancing vigorously and in the process of 
implementation are specific and mutually beneficial projects in such areas as energy, 
emergency response, science and technology, tourism. They are not yet many, but they 
already exist, so there is who and what to emulate. 

Today's event, the opening of the ASEAN Centre at MGIMO, intrinsically blends into 
the logic of deepening our partnership. This is, of course, the political science 
information platform needed by both parties. 

It is symbolic that we are opening the Center in the year when the second Russia-
ASEAN summit is due to be held in Hanoi in the autumn. I am convinced that the 
meeting of our leaders in the Vietnamese capital will mark an important milestone in 
further strengthening Russian-ASEAN cooperation, give it additional momentum, and 
help to more fully tap the potential of our partnership for the benefit of our peoples. 

We consider cooperation with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations as one of the 
priorities of our policy in the Asia-Pacific region. ASEAN is the backbone element of an 
emerging cooperation and security architecture there. We hope that the Centre will 
contribute significantly to the information and analytical support for the preparation of 
the second Russia-ASEAN summit. 

People in Russia have always shown great interest in Southeast Asia, the countries 
located there, and their rich cultural and historical legacies. In recent years people-to-
people contacts have significantly increased, primarily in the form of tourist exchanges. 
Basically it is the flow of Russian tourists to the region, but we surely would like to count 
on reciprocity. Yet it is clear that more full-fledged, maximally effective development of 
our relations calls for the removal of the still lingering serious deficiency, I mean – 
Anatoliy Vasilyevich Torkunov has already said about his – the deficiency of 
information about what opportunities are available in the ASEAN 10 for the 
development of cooperation with the Russian Federation. The Center, which we are now 
opening, is designed to play an important role in this, by facilitating the dissemination of 
information about the Association in Russia. I think indirectly it will also help movement 



in the opposite direction - the dissemination of information about Russia in the ASEAN 
countries. This is especially important for our business circles, but I think it is no less 
relevant for the academic community as well. Many Russian institutions are engaged in 
research on particular aspects of ASEAN. I would not like to put forward some 
ambitious targets, this is for those who work in the Center, but it could try to coordinate 
the process of these studies. 

Of course, the Centre should become the basis for establishing direct contacts between 
partners in Russia and the ASEAN nations. In particular, the Organization has a 
mechanism such as the Association of Institutions for Strategic and International Studies. 
I think that is a direct potential partner for the Center being opening today. 

I would like to join in congratulating Viktor Vladimirovich Sumsky on being 
appointed as the director of the ASEAN Centre at MGIMO. He is a leading Russian 
expert. I am convinced that he will apply all his knowledge in this field. And it is our 
professional duty as the Foreign Ministry to do everything possible to create 
opportunities for communication between people for mutual cultural enrichment. 
Ultimately, we must understand that it is humanitarian links that are the most 
immediate and understandable aspect of cooperation between any two international 
partners, including between Russia and ASEAN. 

I wish the Center successful work. For its part, the Russian MFA will do its utmost to 
support your activities, try to help solve problems if they arise and wait for the results in 
the form of recommendations, ideas and research that will undoubtedly enrich the 
palette of cooperation between Russia and ASEAN. 

Anatoliy Vasilyevich Torkunov expressed hope that the Centre would help Russians 
grow much fonder of the countries of Southeast Asia. Counting on reciprocity, I think 
that the Centre will help the peoples of your countries love Russia more and harder. 

We had been coming to this event, the opening of the Center, for five years. On the 
one hand, it is probably quite a long time, but I know how the Association works. In this 
sense, ASEAN is very similar to the Russian soul: in ASEAN, as in Russia, harnessing 
takes long, but then Russians are riding fast, and ASEAN reliably. This is the ASEAN 
culture: A decision is maturing a little longer than is usual in our expanses, but after it is 
approved, I am sure it will be effectively implemented. 

Once again I congratulate you on this occasion and wish you all the best. 

 


