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Keynote speeches

Keynote speakers:

Professor Jacques P. Leider, Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient – he is Director at the Bangkok
and Yangon office, Ecole française d'Extrême-Orient, the Scientific Coordinator of CRISEA, an EUsupported multinational project (www.crisea.eu) investigating integration and challenges to
integration in the ASEAN countries (2017- 2020). He is a Southeast Asian studies scholar who has
specialized in the early modern and contemporary history of Burma / Myanmar. His research has
been the early modern history of Arakan / Rakhine State, Bay of Bengal history, Buddhist-Muslim
relations and the history of Burmese kingship. Jacques Leider studied history and Burmese
language and civilization in Paris at Sorbonne University and INALCO (Institut national des
langues et civilizations orientales, Paris) from 1981 to 1987. He underwent training as a high
school teacher in Luxembourg where he taught history, geography and civics for several years. He
holds a doctoral degree from the INALCO with a dissertation on the pre-colonial kingdom of Mrauk
U in Arakan (now Rakhine State).
Title of the speech: A Minority of Minorities: Muslims in Myanmar
The outbreak of Islamophobic violence in towns and cities in 2013-14 attracted worldwide awareness to
the Muslim minority in Myanmar. Global attention came on top of the communal violence in Rakhine State
which had led to the internal displacement of tens of thousands of mostly Muslim Rohingyas in 2012.
Information and knowledge on the various Muslim minorities in Myanmar, however, remain scarce. The
presentation will focus on the historical background of Muslimssince the early modern period as well as
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their fading roles and their marginalization in public life since Burma’s independence. While their mixed
origins stress the considerable diversity of Muslim communities, they do invariably connect to the
centrifugal networks of South and Southeast Asia which pattern the life trajectories of many Muslims in
contemporary Myanmar. The corollary of an outward international approach is an inward-looking
perspective which must explore both Muslim self-perceptions and the attitudes of the Buddhist state and
society towards its Muslim minorities. It must notably review the extreme contrast between communities
integrated in the country’s Buddhist society and Rakhine State’s Rohingyas, on the other hand, who have
been victims of crimes against humanity. Finally, the violent contestation of Muslim communities in
Buddhist-majority states such as Sri Lanka, Thailand and Myanmar has raised a growing interest in the
comparative study of Muslim minorities in Theravada Buddhist states.

Professor Quansheng Zhao, American University, Washington DC – he is Professor of
international relations and Chair of Asian Studies Research Council at American University; serving
as Director of the Division of Comparative and Regional Studies for three terms (1999-2008). Zhao
received his B.A. from Peking University, M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of California at
Berkeley. After a one-year postdoctoral research at Harvard University, he served for many years as
Research Associate at Harvard’s Fairbank Center for East Asian Research. A specialist in
international relations and comparative politics focusing on East Asia, Dr. Zhao is the author of
Interpreting Chinese Foreign Policy (Oxford University Press, winner of the Best Academic Book
Award by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Korea), and Japanese Policymaking (Oxford
University Press/Praeger, selected as "Outstanding Academic Book" by Choice). His most recent
book is Comparative Research on China-U.S.-Japan Great Power Strategies (2019). His books have
been translated into Chinese, Japanese, and Korean. Dr. Zhao spent one year each as a Senior
Fellow at the U. S. Institute of Peace in Washington and the East-West Center in Hawaii. As a
visiting professor, he taught courses at a number of leading universities both in the U. S. and
overseas, such as Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, Fudan University,
Korea University, Ritsumeikan University, Aoyama Gakuin University, Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology, and Leiden University. Professor Zhao has testified on China’s high-speed
railway system at the U. S. Congress, and served as a consultant for the United Nations. He is also
Coordinator for the Global Forum of Chinese Political Scientists, Editor of Global China (an online
journal), and a member of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations.
Title of the speech: Competition and Cooperation: China and Japan in Southeast Asia
The aim of this presentation is to systematically analyze the changing relationship between China and
Japan, focusing on their competition and cooperation in Southeast Asia. It will also analyze the role of the
United States in influencing and shaping this relationship. There are at least the following five factors
affecting the shift between competition and cooperation:
 priority of national interests,
 changes in power distribution,
 attitudes of local powers,
 diplomatic maneuvers,
 the role of the United States.
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Roundtables

Roundtable 1 and 2: International Responsibility, Myanmar’s Expectations, and ASEAN’s Reality:
Countering Military Coup and Preventing Humanity-in-Crisis.
Dr Chosein Yamahata (Aichi Gakuin University, Japan) moderator
Dr Catherine Renshaw (Western Sidney University, Australia) discussant
Dr Lwin Lwin Wai (Insight Research Corner, Myanmar)
Mr Saw Nay Htoo (Burma Medical Association, Thailand)
Mr Toe Zaw Latt (Democratic Voice of Burma, Norway)
Mr Kyi Sin (Renmin University, China)
Dr Yoshikazu Mikami (Meijiro University, Japan)
Mr Bobby Anderson (School of Public Policy, Chiang Mai University)
A period of genuine democratic transition (2016-2020), promoted by the NLD-led government, elected
through the 2015 election, had been abruptly disturbed. Senior General Min Aung Hlaing (MAH) waged
such a hijack through the early hours of February 1, the day scheduled for convening a new union
parliament following the 2020 election. The unconstitutional coup by MAH, in reality, violated the key
articles provided in the 2008 constitution for the military to take power from the President. The
constitution was designed for 14 years by the military to ensure its political leverage through controlling
three branches of power effectively as the main institute in Myanmar’s future. The responses by Myanmar
people were quick and fluid, starting from daily general strikes organized by Gen Z and the general public
to the united ethnic nationalities. The Civil Disobedience Movement (CMD) by workers and the politicolegislative leadership by the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) are also winning
international recognition over the military’s State Administrative Council (SAC).
The implication of the coup is that Myanmar is again a country without its constitution as the SAC tries to
suppress the peaceful protesters by applying the practice of even martial law, effectively abolishing,
changing and adding any clauses of 2008 Constitution to suit its actions. As a result, the junta’s security
forces shot 510 to death until March 29 while aerial bombings by fighter planes and attack helicopters
already killed several civilians in both Karen and Kachin states generated new outflows of refugees and
IDPs. Therefore, the nation once famed as “Rice Bowl of Asia” until the early 1960s was transformed
through four coups (1958, 1962, 1988 and 2021) to become one of the most politically and economically
instable countries in the world. Myanmar had also been governed by military authoritarianism without a
constitution for twice in the past (during 1962-74 and 1988-2010), and again by violating its own 2008
constitution since the recent coup.
In this light, this proposed roundtable will discuss Myanmar’s political transition, societal changes and
development prospects as it embarked on a new reform and renewal era during 2016-2020. It will look
into the critical factors, environmental circumstances, and major players before the 2020 election until the
February coup. Analytical views on the use of lethal forces with live ammunitions, the subsequently
determined activities of anti-coup by Myanmar people, the initiatives by the ethnic armed organisation to
protect peaceful protesters, and projection on any breakthroughs to prevent the junta from committing
more international crimes of concern affecting the peace and security of the world. The panel will
exchange ideas concerning the tangible means to apply international responsibility, facilitate domestic
possibilities for restoring peace, stability, human rights, and justice while diversifying realistic roles of
ASEAN in this regard.
Roundtable 3: American Policy Towards Asia - discussion
Ms Lily Ong (Moscow State Institute of International Relations) moderator
Ambassador Bilahari Kausikan - Former Permanent Secretary at Singapore MFA; Former Singaporean
Ambassador to Russia; Former Singaporean Ambassador to UN
Ambassador Ngurah Swajaya - Former Indonesian Ambassador to ASEAN; Former Indonesian
Ambassador to Singapore; Director General for American and European Affairs, Indonesia MFA
Mr Steve Okun - Senior Advisor, McLarty’s Associates; President and CEO, APAC Advisors; Former Deputy
General Counsel in Clinton Administration (Dept. of Transportation); Governor, American Chamber of
Commerce (Singapore)
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Roundtable 4: Governance of food security and fishery post-COVID-19 in China, Indonesia, and
Vietnam: a multi-level approach
Prof. Tomasz Kamiński (University of Lodz), moderator
Prof. Monika Arnez (University of Bern)
Dr Giacomo Tabacco (University of Hamburg)
Prof. Dominik Mierzejewski (University of Lodz)
Dr Bartosz Kowalski (University of Lodz)
Dr Joanna Ciesielska-Klikowska (University of Lodz)
Dr Michał Zaręba (University of Lodz)
This roundtable discussion will relate to a research project that is being prepared jointly by a team of
international researchers. Its core is the issue of governance of food security and fisheries in three
selected countries - in China, Indonesia, and Vietnam. It is an original research plan introducing a multilevel approach, showing the Chinese, as well as Vietnamese and Indonesian approach to the problem of
food security - both at the level of state authorities and non-state actors. During the roundtable, the
researchers will discuss, inter alia, the role of food security in China and Southeast Asia; the case of actors
involved in the fishery sector in Indonesia, Vietnam and China; as well as the issues of the state and nonstate actors that are engaged in food security.

Abstracts of presentations (in alphabetical order of the author’s name)

Mr András Bartók (National University of Public Service)
The emerging pattern of Sea Denial in Southeast Asia: emulating Chinese A2/AD to deter China
China’s rapidly increasing military power projection capabilities are reshaping the balance of power in the
Indo-Pacific region. While the most significant trend is the increasing military might of the PLA and most
significantly the PLA Navy, nations in Southeast Asia have in the past decades have started to adapt to the
changing strategic environment. One such avenue for adaptation seems so be the progressive capability
enhancement – long overdue in some cases – in maritime defense. While no regional country can
relistically ambition itself as a peer competitor to Beijing, significant efforts are underway to upgrade
naval and air capabilities. The paper looks at the strategic concept of Sea Denial as a framework and
examines how the changes in the maritime defense capabilities of Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and
Indonesia point towards a Sea Denial strategy tailored to curb the operational confidence of the PLA Navy.
The basis for the analysis is a dataset, compiled from the Military Balance yearbooks 2000 to 2020,
showing the number of principal surface ships, submarines, fighter aircraft, anti-submarine warfare
assets, maritime patrol aircraft and the number of vessels in coast guard/maritime constabulary services.
Dr Joanna Beczkowska (University of Lodz)
South Korea’s New Southern Policy and need to diversify partners
In 2017 President Moon Jae-in announced one of his signature foreign policy strategies: the New Southern
Policy (NSP). This initiative is centered on the “three Ps”: People, Prosperity and Peace and puts emphasis
on co-existence as mutual partners with Southeast Asia and India. What started as South Korea’s middle
power ambition of taking on greater international responsibilities, soon focused mostly on development
cooperation. In recent years, South Korea has felt an increasing pressure to differentiate partners,
primarily in the economic dimension. This is the result not only of a dispute between China and the United
States, but also of a conflict with Japan. This paper looks at core New Southern Policy elements and limits
of their implementation to goals prompted by the need to diversify economic partners and gaining greater
strategic independence.

4

Prof. Beata Bochorodycz (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan)
Japan and Southeast Asia Aftermath COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic can clearly be regarded as one of the critical junctures or great events that can
foster fundamental changes in international relations. In the beginning of 2021, comparatively to the US
and Europe, Japan seems more effective in fighting the pandemic with less infections, lower total number
of deaths, lower rate of deaths and without strict lockdowns. In addition to the domestic arena, Japan,
deeply embedded in various international and regional institutions, seemed particularly active and
responsive to variety of initiatives of such organizations as WTO or IMF. What were the policy decisions
and their underlying causes made by national actors in response to the COVID-19 crisis? And most
importantly, what were the effects of those policies on Japan’s position in the region, and specially on
relations with Southeast Asian countries. The article tackles these questions paying special attention to
patterns of cooperation and competition between different actors on domestic, regional and global levels.
The main argument that I attempt to develop is that in spite of the enormous impact of the pandemic,
rather than altering previous decisions and inducing major changes, it has accelerated processes ongoing
for some time. Focusing on Japan and Southeast Asian region, I try to uncover the patterns of strategic and
nonstrategic cooperative relations that has been emerging for over a decade, and which were enhanced
and speeded up during the pandemic. Japan’s strategic cooperation aims at securing strategic supply
chains (pharmaceuticals, telecommunication) and unfolds within the political and security frameworks
such as FOIP, within which ASEAN countries play a special place. On the other hand, the non-strategic
cooperation aims at upholding relations via for example such frameworks as RCEP with other countries
and regions, most notably its powerful neighbor, China, which is too big and too close to ignore, but which
at the same time cannot be relayed on for crucial commodities.
Ms Elena Burova (Institute of Far Eastern Studies of Russian Academy of Sciences)
Rethinking agriculture development in the Greater Mekong Subregion
The agriculture remains a strategic sector of the economy, despite the widespread decline in its share in
GDP production and employment. Its development is observed as a key factor in maintaining food
security, as well as reducing poverty. The GMS’s agriculture is characterized by lagging growth rates in
comparison with other sectors of the national economy. However, the GMS’s agriculture has shown
positive changes. First of all, countries in the region are following a path of intensification, so the yield has
increased steadily, although its strong dependence on variable weather conditions is major risk. Much of
the agricultural land in the GMS is prone to floods, droughts or both. At the same time, labor productivity
has increased too.
The structure of agricultural production has changed. Traditionally, monoculture production, specializing
in rice crops, is gradually diversifying, and the production of secondary cash crops is expanding makes for
the increase in cash output and agricultural export.
Demographic, economic and social pressures have driven very rapid changes in farming in the GMS in the
past two decades. Climate change is one of many factors influencing agricultural production today; others
include rising populations, changing diets, increasing urbanization and global trade. Agriculture in the
GMS has been shifting from traditional subsistence to modern commercial farming. Peasant farms are
increasingly oriented to the regional and world markets. They begin to produce products with
comparative advantages, participating in the regional division of labor. The construction of vertically
integrated enterprises and value chains within the framework of the SBM is also taking place. The positive
effect of integration processes is the convergence of prices on the regional agricultural market and direct
impact on global consumers.
Mr Mateusz Chatys (University of Lodz)
Influence parity in China-Vietnam-United States triangle
At the special conference of October 2013 devoted to China’s foreign policy, Xi Jinping underscored that
periphery regions are strategically significant to China. According to Yuan Peng’s periphery typology in
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terms of three rings, Vietnam belongs to the inside ring, encompassing 14 nations that share land borders
with China.
The importance of Vietnam was particularly evident during the Cold War when Shoemaker and Spanier
introduced inter-state relations' patron-client concept. At that time, the rivalry between China and the
Soviet Union for influence in Vietnam was driven by the desire to take primacy in the camp of communist
states. At present, we are also dealing with the competition between great powers for influence in
Vietnam, the stake of which is increasing influence in Southeast Asia.
One of the main axes of this rivalry is the dispute in the South China Sea between China and Vietnam,
which the United States is trying to use to effectively strengthen cooperation with Vietnam to counter
China's growing influence in the region. The paper aims to analyze the nature of rivalry for influence
between China and the United States in Vietnam, based on the theoretical framework of the influence
parity concept, one of the types of patron-client relationships.
Beijing's assertive policy, together with growing coercive actions on the South China Sea, which is very
much visible since Xi Jinping took power, contributed to gradually leaning Vietnam towards the United
States. Moreover, the author argues that the coronavirus pandemic only reinforced this trend as China
took advantage of the global epidemiological crisis to pursue its own particular goals. One of which is to
intimidate Vietnam into becoming a part of its new tributary orbit.
Mr Przemysław Ciborek (University of Lodz)
Limitations and prospects of People's Republic of China cooperation with Western Balkan
countries during COVID-19 pandemic
China's multifaceted cooperation during the COVID-19 pandemic in the Western Balkans region recently
faces ups and downs. Most of the infrastructure investments projects have been halted due to countries'
restrictions to counter the virus's spread. Despite low investment volume over the last year, China has
made significant efforts to promote its solutions to deal with the region's pandemic's reach during the
global health crisis. In the context of The EU's failure to deliver promised medical support to the region,
mainly through the WHO's COVAX vaccine redistribution program, leaders of the western Balkan nations,
namely: Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and North Macedonia, has been
seeking for help outside the EU's program, engaging negotiation process with Russia and China. Chinese
solutions are globally known as "mask diplomacy" and "vaccine diplomacy". Although the aid is provided
both as free subsidies and commercial sales, it effectively improved PRC's public perception in countries
with imperfect democratic standards. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said, "The
western Balkans belongs in the EU, and there is no question for us about it". Preliminary findings show
that Beijing seems to provide more tangible results of the bilateral cooperation during the health crisis,
worsening the EU's perception and capabilities, leading to a clash on narratives between the EU backed up
with the US and China.
Dr Joanna Ciesielska-Klikowska (University of Lodz)
Multi-level governance in shaping the foreign policy - case of international cooperation between
German and Chinese cities
The purpose of the presentation is to show how the concept of multi-level governance has been adapted to
the specifics of German political system and what is its essence. The author wants to emphasize the
importance of multi-level governance in the context of shaping German foreign policy, which more and
more often takes into account the positions represented by various non-state actors.
In the first part of the paper, the author intends to present the genesis of the phenomenon of multi-level
governance and its significance for German politics. In the second part, the author wants to focus on the
forms of multi-level management that take place in Germany, what features of a multi-level governance
network make them effective, and how they influence the shaping of German foreign policy via social
network perspective. In the third part, the author aims to show the importance of cities and regions,
which play a vital role in German federal system as sub-state actors co-shaping the international policy of
the country. The author wants to emphasize that the dynamic differentiation of decision-making
structures as well as a balanced mixture of different modes of governance (co-operative networks,
hierarchy and competition) can provide viable escape routes from potential political deadlocks, also in
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international context. The German-Chinese relations, under which a highly advanced multi-level
governance system has been operating for 40 years, serve as an example illustrating the implementation
of the multi-level structure.
Prof. Franciszek Czech (Jagiellonian University)
Dealing with the Dragon. Changing Philippine Policy Toward China
Rodrigo Duterte, the incumbent president of the Philippines since 2016, attracts attention of the
international media mainly due to his harsh domestic “war on drugs”. However, he has also left his mark
on the Philippine foreign policy by warming up the state’s relation with China amid territorial dispute
over Southeast China Sea (or West Philippine Sea, as it is officially called in Manila). Duterte’s pivot
towards China at the cost of the traditional alliance with the United States of America is unprecedented in
light of traditional pro-Americanism and popular anti-Chinese sentiment. However, keeping in mind that
Duterte’s term ends in two years (and he cannot be re-elected), it is worth to take a longer perspective and
consider how durable is the new policy toward China. In order to address that problem, I plan to discuss
contemporary Philippine policy toward China in context of a broader history of Philippine-Chinese
relations, rationales of Philippine diplomacy, and theories identifying driving forces of foreign policy. In
terms of data, my research is based on secondary research and interviews with experts on Philippine
politics conducted in Manila during my field research in 2019.
Dr Łukasz Fijałkowski (University of Wroclaw)
Southeast Asia in Australian Indo-Pacific strategy
Since the early 2000s Australia embraces new concept of Indo-Pacific as a part of internal debates among
academics and practitioners about new strategic changes in regional and international political, security
and economic environment. This “Indian Ocean” turn in Australian foreign policy was amplified by
growing role of India, but first and foremost by growth of China. In new strategic outlook Southeast Asia
gains additional significance as a “bridge” which is linking together two oceans (in geographical and
strategic terms) but also as an area of increasing rivalry between regional and global powers (e.g. SouthChina Sea). The perception of Southeast Asia in Australia is based on opposite traditions of foreign policy
(dependent ally and middle power) with the elements of “international good citizen” self-perception,
together with confusing rhetoric about Southeast Asia as a source of insecurity and being an important
element for economic cooperation. Also, the possibility for institutionalization of the Indo-Pacific concept
is rising the question about the centrality of ASEAN in regional institutional frameworks. Thus, the aim of
the paper is to present the Australian conceptualization of Indo-Pacific and the role of Southeast Asian
states in this aspect of Australian foreign policy.
Dr Anna Y. Grzywacz (Vistula University)
ASEAN’s narratives of non-compliance with norms
The Association of South East Asian Nations has been responding to external demands and expectations,
including moderate steps towards becoming a more norm-oriented organisation. Although ASEAN has
been known for its 'silent diplomacy', the association articulates criticism addressing relevant challenges.
Thus, the aim of the paper is to analyse how ASEAN structures its communication when criticising others
and their actions. Does ASEAN, considering its ‘uniqueness’, name and shame? And if so, what is the
pattern of the criticism? I argue that ASEAN produces three types of critical narratives, each reflecting
how ASEAN reconciles its interests, images, and expectations. The argument is substantiated by an
analysis of ASEAN’s narratives of non-compliance with norms.
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Mr Michał Gzik (University of Lodz)
The scope of urban policy coordination towards China in Central and Eastern Europe
Three different phenomena could characterize the modern international system. One of them is the
deepening globalization process, the second is the pluralism of international units and the third is an
intrastate fragmentation and disintegration. Due to this fact, cities are becoming more important actors
globally because they possess vast competence to lead their foreign policy. For CEE cities, usually, the
partners are other European cities. Nevertheless, cities also seek cooperation with the cities outside the
EU. For this reason, CEE cities have increased the number of contacts with Chinese counterparts.
Moreover, they have become particularly active since 2012 and the formation of the 16+1 initiative.
To analyze this phenomenon, I have surveyed 188 cities in the 11 countries of Central and Eastern Europe,
which are member states of the EU. Based on received responses, I have prepared a map of CEE cities
connections with Chinese partners that enable me to answer the following questions:
1. What is the scope of cooperation between Central and Eastern European and Chinese cities?
2. Whether in cities of Central and Eastern Europe, activities towards Chinese partners are coordinated
with other institutions at a regional, national and European level?
3. What are the challenges for local authorities to provide cooperate with China as effective as possible?
In the first part of my paper, I will analyze and visualize the results of a survey to show which Eastern and
Central European cities from the 11 member states of the UE cooperate with China. Next, I will show
policy coordination patterns in those cities with regional, national and European authorities. Finally, I will
describe the effects of policy coordination and enumerate potential solutions for making such
coordination more effective. My paper contributes to the fast-developing CEE-China studies, helping to
recognize better city level of these relations, which has been widely omitted in the literature.
Dr Pascale Hancart Petitet, Dr Clémence Schantz (Université de Montpellier)
Circulation and Exportation of the Japanese Reproductive Health System in SEA
Globally, maternal health matters and birthing ideologies and practices still generate much controversy.
On the one hand, those who are promoting the medicalization of childbirth argue that the mortality and
morbidity risks justify the imposition of biotechnological standards and practices. On the other hand,
activists for demedicalization of birth are denouncing gynecological and obstetric violence, and pointing
the pathologies induced by overuse of technologies. These movements, which are part of the current’s
feminist calls, advocate a women’s reappropriation over their own bodies. The paper, based on long term
and more recent ethnographical investigations aims to explore these political, cultural and social
controversies by examining the recent initiatives in reproductive health domain carried by Japanese
cooperation in South-East Asia. Since the 2000s, JICA (Japanese agency for international cooperation), as
part of its infrastructure development, institutional strengthening and training programs, has indeed
carried out numerous initiatives. One aims at improving the quality of maternal health care with two main
objectives: the reduction of cesarean section rates and the humanization of birth. What about the
genealogy of these programs and their local variations? Does this model, arouse ownership or resistance
from health institutions, caregivers and patients in the countries of intervention? What are the
interferences between the Japanese model, the state’s models, and the United Nations global agenda of
reducing maternal mortality? Our preliminary results show that these initiatives simultaneously produce
strengthening and reconfigurations of the normative social and gender conducts both in public and
intimate spheres and at various scales.
Mr Christopher Hulshof (University of Wisconsin-Madison)
An Ephemeral Equipoise in the Pearl of the East: Volatility and Contingency on the Periphery of
Empire in 1955 Saigon
As the tranquil streets of Saigon gradually warmed under April’s mid-morning sun, France’s “Pearl of the
East” suddenly and violently erupted into chaos as Prime Minister Ngô Đình Diệm ordered an all-out
assault on the government’s opposition in the district of Chợ Lớn. Despite being historically depicted as a
wholly Vietnamese affair, the “Battle of Saigon” was preceded by months of complex maneuvering,
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betrayals, and intrigue between Saigon gangsters, French and American military-intelligence officers,
Vietnamese religious sects, foreign diplomats, and local government agents. Meanwhile, French
Commissioner-General Paul Ely befriended J. Lawton Collins, the U.S. Special Ambassador and President
Eisenhower’s personal emissary to Saigon. Ely slowly and meticulously built rapport with Collins, forming
a faux alliance with which to gradually manipulate the influential American. This complex web of intrigue
combusted on the morning of April 27, 1955 when Ely’s scheme culminated in Washington aligning its
official foreign policy with Paris by shifting its support from Diệm to the former Vietnamese emperor Bảo
Đại. Within six hours of this policy change being cabled to Saigon, it was revoked after members of the U.S.
intelligence community in Vietnam tipped off Diệm and effectively vetoed the foreign policy decision of
the highest level of the U.S. Executive by initiating a joint U.S.-Vietnamese plan, several months in the
making, to eliminate French and local resistance to the Diệm regime.
This paper, tentatively titled, “An Ephemeral Equipoise in the Pearl of the East: Volatility and Contingency
on the Periphery of Empire in 1955 Saigon” examines the volatility of a dying French empire grasping to
maintain some semblance of regional influence colliding with the emergence of U.S. hegemony – a process
traditional narrated as a peaceful “passing of the imperial baton.” Contrarily, the highly contested nature
of these events pitted both allies and countrymen against each other, providing contested ground for local
Vietnamese actors to ameliorate their own unique nationalist and personal agendas.
Prof. David A. Jones (University of Warsaw)
Empires Old, New, Reincarnated and Imaginary:: Naval Build-ups in the South China Sea Region –
Their Purposes Plus Their Forecasted Outcomes
Maritime friction among powers great and small has escalated in the region of the “Near Seas” including
the East China, Yellow, and South China Seas, largely because China has militarized that region by
constructing artificial islands then fortifying them. United States warships repeatedly have conducted
“Freedom of Navigation Operations” (FOPs”) in the region, as have British, Indian, and Japanese warships,
with France joining that list in early 2021 also. This paper will address the objectives of China, the West,
and neighbouring Asian countries in terms of increasing, decreasing, or replacing tensions in the region, as
“empires” old, new, reincarnated and imaginary converge to participate in this fray. Inevitably, risk
prevails, but opportunities do also, as once-proud empires such as Britain, France, Russia, and Japan join
in to confound if not deter China in its transparent effort as a rising power to control shipping in this
strategic but fragile corridor that connects Europe and the Middle East with Asia, vital to transporting raw
materials, particularly energy, Eastward and finished products, especially electronics, Westward. Crucial
issues emerging at a critical time require immediate but careful rethinking of Southeast Asia in world
politics. Although a pandemic has altered and delayed the course of trade in 2020 and 2021, this may be
considered to be both a blessing and a curse, in the sense that emerging power houses in Asia as well as
Oceana have felt compelled to commit more resources toward augmenting the traditional Western
Powers, endeavouring to commit more resources directed toward augmenting the strength of Western
Powers, enabling themselves to become stronger Allies of the West and among themselves. Perhaps this
will inspire a rapprochement with China and instill in China a realistic expectation of achieving economic
growth in moderation over a gradual period of time across the 21st century.
Dr Ekaterina Koldunova (Moscow State Institute of International Relations, the MFA of Russia)
ASEAN Centrality in Times of Strategic Ambiguity: Continuity or Change?
At the turn of the centuries, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was able to develop a concept
of ASEAN Centrality for the majority of regional and macro-regional institutions. This important external
function of ASEAN became a hallmark of this regional integration grouping. Besides, it seemed to have
nested ASEAN firmly in terms of its managerial role for the conflicting interests of many ASEAN’s stronger
partners. It also ensured ASEAN’s long sought after goal of sustaining a relatively high level of external
powers’ interest in Southeast Asian states but without intruding in their internal affairs. The growing
complexity of Sino-US contradictions and the advancement of the second-level actors like Japan, Australia,
India and Russia, has started to change this institutional status quo. Against the background of these
considerations, the proposed paper aims at tracing the elements of continuity and change in the
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understanding of ASEAN Centrality and the transformations in ASEAN’s function as the driver of regional
multilateralism.
Dr Marta Kosmala-Kozłowska (Collegium Civitas)
Consolidating the State of Exception in the Philippines: a model for COVID-era Southeast Asia?
The illiberal turn of political systems across the world in the latter half of the second decade of the 21s
century has taken its region-specific forms in Southeast Asia. Overt coups notwithstanding, it has been
most vividly represented by performative populism and autocratic policies of Rodrigo Duterte in the
Philippines. During the pandemic of COVID-19 it has accelerated the emergence of a contemporary
Filipino version of a State of Exception, within which democratic procedures are hollowed out by an
increasing body of emergency laws and measures. They allow for decisive levels of political and societal
control that renders democracy not exactly dead, using Levitsky and Ziblatt’s vocabulary, but in
suspended animation.
Before the pandemic, extra-judicial campaigns of violence justified in the Philippines as ‘war on drugs’
became the trademark of ‘Dutertismo’, and a model contemplated by other ASEAN states, democratic and
autocratic alike, in part due to domestic popularity that legitimised them. Over the past year, defined by
the pandemic, however, the expansion and vectors of Duterte’s executive powers have been
comprehensive and transformative enough to consider them a full-fledged model of a transition toward a
State of Exception. This paper aims at unpacking the policy combination that has been introduced by
Duterte’s administration in connection with the pandemic response, extracting its essential features that
can be modelled, and comparing them to the developments in other selected Southeast Asian states,
tracing similarities and potential emulation. The analysis is meant as a groundwork for better predicting
of transformations of Southeast Asian political systems under the conditions of COVID-19 public health
emergency.

Dr Andrzej Kozłowski (University of Lodz)
US-China 5G competition and its consequences
Technology has become an important element of geopolitical competition between China and the United
States. The winner of technological race will dominate the global scene. There is no better manifestation
of technological geopolicy than the race to build up the 5G - telecommunication of the newest generation.

Dr Piotr Kozłowski (Warsaw School of Economics)
Quad and ASEAN Plus: Convergence or Displacement?
ASEAN’s alleged centrality in defining institutional shape and agenda for collaboration with its regional
neighbourhood and with involved great powers has long been challenged on various grounds, both in
terms of power imbalance and by pointing to institutional alternatives. And yet, until recently, it had held
a relative monopoly for organising meaningful regional cooperation in various policy scopes, or at least
successfully embedded its brand and meta-norms in regional initiatives spearheaded and/or steered by
powers outside Southeast Asia. Such gravity could be observed in the emergence of ASEAN Regional
Forum, ASEAN+3, Chiang Mai Initiative, East Asia Summit, AMRO, ADMM+, and others. ASEAN Plus has
thus remained the organising principle for the regional architecture despite the operation of such
alternatives like APEC or BRI, offering a multilateral platform for Southeast Asia’s environment balancing
inclusivity and capacity for collective action.
Enter the Quad. An essentially Japanese initiative, long to substantiate amid ebb and flow of involvement
of the other three partners: India, Australia and the US, it has started maturating amid the COVID-19 crisis,
finally leaping from a loose cumulative collection of bilateral and plurilateral collaborative links into a
nascent multilateral format. The reasons why it may be considered a potential challenge to ASEAN
centrality can be traced along several dimensions: compelling normative foundations, strategic
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convergence of outlooks and policies, tried and tested institutional patterns, capacity for collective action
– amid the quadrilateral core and with its own ‘plus’ countries, and the ability to produce outcomes in
Southeast Asia derived from the power of its core members. Japan’s inobvious centrality in bringing about
the challenge has already featured in the dual unfolding of TPP and RCEP. Expanding into the broad
security domain in general and pandemic response in particular may dent ASEAN’s position as default
international forum for the region. The paper examines this possibility, along with analysing the potential
for ASEAN and Quad to divide labour on common grounds rather than enter institutional competition.

Mr Gregory Kucherenko (Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences)
The consequences of infrastructural cooperation between China and Cambodia
In contemporary world China has undoubtedly become one of the global superpowers with an influence,
that has to be recognized by other political actors. It can be felt anywhere in the world, but especially in
the South-East Asian region. Cooperation between China and Cambodia is a prime example of growing
Chinese influence.
Cambodia itself is a country with harsh destiny, during the XX century it went through many hardships:
wars, repressions, famine et cetera. Even though this country is steadily developing during the 21.
century, it still requires foreign aid and China is eager to provide it, even under such circumstances, when
other countries are not. Chinese aid possesses some specific traits: First, no political conditions, whilst
Western aid usually requires development of human rights or democracy process, China is more
interested in the financial side of cooperation. Second, as it has been pointed out be many international
researchers, Chinese infrastructural projects, though, meeting the demands of local population, often
bring a considerable harm to the surrounding nature. Kamchay Hydropower Dam is one example of how
this happens.
It was built by a Chinese company on request of Cambodian government. Even though this project is
beneficial to urban areas, it is harmful to those, who live nearby. Locals are deprived of the energy, their
traditional sources of income are limited, due to the construction of the dam. Forests are being flooded,
while rivers are being drained and fishermen are unable to feed their families as they used to. Dams are
not the only source of concern, Chinese investments made Sihanoukville, the only big Cambodian seaport
a socially unstable city with skyrocketing criminal activity. It should be noted, that the consequences of
Chinese-Cambodian cooperation seem to be an interesting and actual topic, thus, they are worth studying.
Dr Lukáš Laš (University of Ostrava)
Central-European – Southeast Asian Perspectives in the ‘Indo-Pacific’ Context
Southeast Asia is becoming a central region in the "Indo-Pacific" discourse, in which Europe's position and
the EU's role appear marginal and distant. Not much is written about relations between Central Europe
and Southeast Asia. The aim of this qualitative analysis is to provide a picture of the political, economic
and cultural interactions between the countries of the two regions on a horizontal and vertical level and to
set out the limits. Desktop research of available resources is combined with selected theoretical views on
international cooperation, institutionalization, regional integration and transition processes. Attention is
paid to the interaction of key regional institutions - the Visegrad Group (V4) and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Descriptive empirical views are presented in a growing "Indo-Pacific"
context. The potential of the V4-ASEAN cooperation format is recognized but not fulfilled; neither the EU
nor the V4 have a strategy for the Indo-Pacific macroregion, in which Southeast Asia is critical.
Ms Vida Macikenaite (International University of Japan)
When Russia meets China in Southeast Asia: the contour of their bilateral relations
The main purpose of this paper is to examine China-Russia relations through the lens of Russia’s activities
in Southeast Asia. The paper seeks to examine how the “comprehensive strategic partnership of
coordination for a new era” (新时代中俄全面战略协作伙伴关系) between China and Russia unfolds in the
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region – the South China Sea and beyond. While the two countries have elevated their relationship to this
new level in 2019, Russia’s activities in the region and China’s perception of it offer a convenient angle to
observe this bilateral relationship. Specifically, the paper addresses three problems. The first one is the
question of how Russia has accommodated (if at all) China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea in its
relations with Vietnam. The analysis surveys China-Russia interactions related to Russia-Vietnam
cooperation on resource development in disputed territories of the South China Sea. Second, the paper
explores Russia’s approach towards China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea, including the
significance of Russia-China joint naval exercises there in September 2016. Third, by looking at China’s
support to Russia’s participation in regional multilateral frameworks the analysis examines how China has
embraced Russia’s turn to Southeast Asia. In a broader perspective, this analysis enables us to understand
how China-Russia bilateral relations may be changing regional dynamics in Southeast Asia.
Dr Elżbieta Majchrowska (Krakowska Akademia im. Andrzeja Frycza Modrzewskiego)
Proliferation of RTAs in the world economy as a consequence of the crisis within the WTO – the
case of agreements between the EU and ASEAN countries
The ever-expanding and progressive crisis in fulfilling its key roles by the World Trade Organization
(WTO) is the main reason behind the proliferation of Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) all over the
world. The growing trend in this regard could also be observed in actions taken by the European Union.
The EU's current policy of diversification and intensification of trade relations involves mainly the
conclusion of numerous Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).
A clear tendency, in this context, is a special interest in markets of the Asia-Pacific region, owing to their
enormous economic potential. Of particular note, in this context, are the bilateral agreements concluded
with countries of the ASEAN group, which, as a whole, constitute EU's third largest trading partner outside
Europe. These agreements, leading towards restarting negotiations of the ambitious region-to-region FTA
with ASEAN, are particularly significant to reinforcing EU’s position in this economically important area,
also, in light of other crucial agreements concluded in the region, such as the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) or the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP).
Ensuring better access to the dynamic ASEAN market is a priority for the EU. This region is critical to
European economic interests, which was emphasized in the trade and investment strategy for the EU –
“Trade for All”, presented in 2015.
In the face of the multilateral crisis within the WTO, the EU, as the most active participant of RTAs in the
world economy, will, therefore, concentrate on implementing its current policy and activities in this
regard – negotiating RTAs. This solution, owing to its discriminatory nature, further complicates world
trade, however, on the other hand, it grants the EU greater bargaining power. Changing this situation
requires reforming the WTO and rebuilding the organization's position in the world trade system.
Prof. Dominik Mierzejewski (University of Lodz)
Consultative governance model in Sino-Thailand relations
Ever since the Chinese government announced its “go global” strategy China’s economic and political
activities have been recognized as the Chinese platform for promoting China’s model of consultative
governance mainly based on the informal relations between elites. These tendencies were strengthened
by the Belt and Road Initiative initiated by Xi Jinping in Astana and Jakarta. From the perspective of the
consultative model in China-Southeast Asia relations, the paper aims to look at China’s strong points and
limitations as the norm provider in its relations with Thailand. The first part, theoretical by nature,
presents the framework based on the discussion in Mainland China and the Western hemisphere on China
as the normative power and the definition of norm revealed in China’s consultative governance model.
The following two sections discuss the practical dimensions of China’s relations with Thailand, mainly
based on close relations with the elites, namely monarchy and military with minor contact with the Thai
society. As argued in the paper, China’s elite capture for consultative governance produces a significant
limitation for China as the norm provider in the broad Southeast Asia region.
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Ms Joanna Nawrotkiewicz (University of Warsaw)
Mobilizing Chinese Diaspora in Southeast Asia: The Case of Thai Chinese
Chinese diaspora in Thailand is one of the largest and oldest overseas community in the world. Thai
Chinese stand for 11-14% of Thailand’s population, and some even assume 40% of Thais could have a
Chinese ancestor. This close cultural and historical proximity to China present the opportunities to
promote positive image of the PRC, as well as to support its economic development with investments from
Thai Chinese enterprises.
This paper explores this issue and addresses the questions as follows: does China promote pro-CCP
patriotism in the Thailand’s Chinese diaspora? If so, how does the CCP mobilize the Thai Chinese? What is
the aim of these actions from a long-term perspective? The paper describes the process and methods of
mobilizing Thai Chinese to act as advocates for the sake of the PRC’s interests. Methodologically, the paper
combines documentary analysis method, as well as case study approach.
The study concludes that this process is being realized by using three methods: engaging young people to
seek their Chinese roots, offering opportunities for business owners, and attracting via media – Chinese
social platforms or close cooperation with Thai media. Nevertheless, described methods have yet to
demonstrate their effectiveness. The majority of Thais distrust China and are more likely to choose USA as
their ally. These results suggest Thai Chinese only utilize the opportunities that China offers – such as
costless trips, beneficial economic zones, and free media content – while being aware of potential dangers
they bring, and, if needed, protesting against the CCP’s values.
Ms Lily Ong (Moscow State Institute of International Relations)
Obstacles in ASEAN-Russia Relations
At the East Asia Summit held in Singapore in 2018, ASEAN leaders noted with great appreciation and
enthusiasm the inaugural attendance of Russian President Vladimir Putin. While the latter's presence has
heightened Russia’s profile in the region, it is critical for ASEAN and Russia to devise mutually beneficial
stratagems that would upkeep the momentum and further strengthen their political and economic
relations so as to render substantive value to their strategic partnership. My paper will seek to identify
those obstacles that have stood in way of Russia and ASEAN coming together in meaningful ways, identify
Russia’s interests in the region and define roles that Russia can play in the region. The distinguishing
feature in my paper is that it will explore the above in view of the evolving geopolitical dynamics that have
presented time-sensitive opportunities ripe for seizing. My research will rely on a combination of
interviews of subject matter experts for qualitative information from their experiences and views, as well
as documentary analysis of recorded facts and ideas.
Mr Maytapat Pararaman (Walailak University)
The Emergence of Youthquake in Thailand and Myanmar
Millions of young people were eligible to vote for the first time in both Thailand’s 2019 and Myanmar’s
2020 general elections. A large number of first-voter in both countries affects the political attention
among young people, which were aroused by that of the right to choose the future themselves from an
election. The protests against autocratic regime in Thailand and Myanmar since February 2020 and 2021,
respectively, unfolds the role of the youth as an actor to drive the movement. This situation differs from
the previous pro-democratic protests in both countries in which university students, rather than the
youth, played an important role in the past movements. To rethink Southeast Asia in world politics, this
paper aims at examining the emergence of youthquake in both countries as a result of young
cosmopolitans by applying Constructivism to explain the onset of youthqauke. The main finding shows
that Thai and Burmese youth share the inter-subjectivity meanings. The Umbrella Revolution is a norm
entrepreneur in Asia that brings about a social fact in which the politics is rested on the youth’s hands.
Shared by Hong Kong, the generation becomes a common language that legitimates the youth in politics.
Thai and Burmese youth use it in a motto, You Mess With the Wrong Generation, to target the military.
The generation is defined as the identity of them and therefore they use their own generation’s symbol
and language to fight and communicate. For instance, the three-finger salute protesters took from The
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Hunger Games, and in Thailand, young people make use of funny jargon to entertain the protest.
Consequently, the youthquake in Thailand and Myanmar is showing a change of cultural, historical, and
political context of meaning which transforms the politics of power into the politics of generation.
Mr Paweł Paszak (War Studies Academy, Warsaw)
The Malacca Strait, the South China Sea and the Sino-American Competition in the Indo-Pacific
This paper aims to highlight security dynamics associated with the Malacca Strait and the South China Sea
by focusing on the significance of these areas for the Sino-American competition in the Indo-Pacific. The
author argues that the issue of control of these areas will be of pivotal importance for the future of the US
alliances and partnerships in the Indo-Pacific as well as China’s pursuit of regional hegemony. The control
over these waterways provides an actor with a powerful instrument of influence over the states in South,
South-East, and East Asia as they remain heavily reliant on maritime transportation of commodities and
energy resources. At the moment, the US military presence reinforced by regional alliances and
partnerships constitutes the single most profound barrier for China's regional expansion. However, there
are growing concerns among Indo-Pacific nations about the US long-term commitments and the ability to
provide security in the region. The inability to defend Taiwan and the South China Sea will result in the
gradual decomposition of the San Francisco system and will prompt Asian states toward bandwagoning
with China.

Mr Edoardo Pieroni (independent researcher, Ca' Foscari University Graduate)
Violence and Ontological Security: Japanese Foreign Policy and Shinto Ethics
The recent military coup d'état in Myanmar has triggered widespread indignation and concern of the
international community. The Tatmadaw have deposed the freely elected government led by the National
League for Democracy, de facto interrupting a decade-long process of democratization and repressing civil
protests with violence and bloodshed. Liberal democracies, including the US, Canada, Great Britain,
members of the European Union, New Zealand, and South Korea, have issued joint statements of
condemnation as well as sanctions targeting the economic interests of the Burmese military. However,
Japan has been a notable exception in taking significant measures against armed violence, a stance that
has been criticized by the international press and human rights observers. Despite being a liberal
democracy pledging to pursue a diplomacy based on freedom, the rule of law and basic human rights,
Japan has a relatively poor record in targeting the use of violence abroad. The present research offers an
explanation by adopting the constructivist perspective of ontological security theory in International
Relations. Undertaking a discourse analysis of diplomacy narratives, the paper will aim to shed more light
on the ambiguous nature of Japan's reaction towards international acts of violence against civilians.
Particular attention will be paid to how the legacy of Shinto ethics shapes foreign policy patterns. The
contribution proposes an alternative argumentation to approaches informed by economic interests and
geopolitics.
Dr Maciej Pletnia (Jagiellonian University)
"The Yasukuni Dilemma" - The application of game theory as a method of analysis of visits to
Yasukuni shrine by the Prime Ministers of Japan
This presentation aims to use game theory to analyse the decision-making process related to the visit to
the Yasukuni shrine by Japanese prime ministers. The main research thesis is that it is possible to
construct a model that will not only allow the analysis of past visits to the shrine but also enable
assessment of the probability of such visits in the future. The research is based on the visits to the shrine
made so far by the incumbent Prime Ministers of Japan. The model used for the analysis is based on the
‘chicken game’ and is an example of a non-cooperative and repetitive game. Preliminary results of the
study suggest that the use of game theory to analyse visits to Yasukuni allows a better understanding of
the rationality that underlies the decision to visit the shrine. The model-based approach also allows for the
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juxtaposition of foreign pressure with pressure from national interest groups. The studies presented are
preliminary and should be continued in order to deepen the analysis and develop a more accurate model.
Mr Zachariasz Popiołek (Keio University)
From pork-barrel machine to relevant policy-communication platform? Transition of LDP’s
personal support groups – “Koenkai” in the Japanese political system.
Koenkai (後援会) are personal support groups established to endorse any individual who stands or
intends to stand for the public office, or person in public office running in election as a member of political
party or any other organization.
Personal support groups have been over the years playing a central role in LDP’s vote-gathering process.
They have become also the main platform of maintaining presence and cultivating personal vote in spite of
strong restrictions of political campaign in Japan.
The vast part of scholars have argued that existence of Koenkai has its roots in imperatives of intraparty
competition under the multi member districts with single non-transferable vote electoral system, in which
each party had to run multiple number of candidates against each other. Nevertheless, even after the
electoral reform in 1994 Koenkai still remain indispensable machine of gathering support, and it is very
unlikely that they will ever disappear.
Study shows that, contrary to what often has been argued, a decline in the membership of Koenkai is
attributable not only to the reform of electoral system, but the change in campaign finance rules and the
drop in the budgets being transferred to local governments. As the role of LDP factions diminished and
money politics weakened, patronage groups are adapting to the new environment of multiple channel
communication and may change their function from pork-barrel machine to relevant policy
communication platform.
Ms Yulia Rachinsky (Moscow State University of International Relations)
The role of civil society in Southeast Asia in the processes of regional cooperation of ASEAN
countries - the case of Lower Mekong
In recent decades the concept of “new-regionalism” started to gain prominence within the academic
discourse on regionalism (Söderbaum, 2000; Bøås, 2003; Fawcett, 2005; Börzel, 2016). New regionalism
implies a bigger role for other actors, rather than states, within the processes of regionalization and
regional integration, among them are civil society organizations. It is claimed that following the
transformation of international order from bipolar to what seems to be a multipolar system, the world
witnesses a process of decentralization of state power and an increase in influence of various non-state
actors, e.g. NGO’s, business communities, immigrants, tourists, religious organizations etc. (Quayle, 2015)
However, the concept of new regionalism was not fully developed in the context of Southeast Asia. Despite
the declarative goal of ASEAN organization for a greater involvement of civil society on the regional level,
it has been hardly reflected in the existing body of research about the region (Aspinall, 2014; Quayle,
2015). Moreover, Southeast Asia is presented in some cases as an inappropriate ground for the
development of civil society, due to the existence of authoritarianism, elitism and corruption.
This article will argue that the abovementioned perspective is inaccurate and is rooted in a westernoriented approach that takes an example from the interrelations between state and civil society in EU
countries. As will be demonstrated in this paper, the channels of communication between state and nonstate actors in Southeast Asia in some cases are different from EU, but are nonetheless influential and
significant for the region.
As a case study this paper will analyze the role of non-state actors in regional cooperation between Lower
Mekong countries and their influence on the decision making processes related to Mekong water
recourses.
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Prof. Robert Rajczyk (University of Silesia in Katowice)
Taiwan’s information policy
The paper concerns the functional analysis of information policy being conducted by the Republic of
China’s authorities. The paper shall reveal the potential of Taiwan’s information policy and its relation to
the international visibility of Taiwan. The main paper’s aim is to set up the Taiwanese information policy's
role in the international relations and its efficiency. The another one purpose is to determine the main
problems and obstacles of Taiwan's information policy. As far as the second component is concerned, the
analyse about different aspects of Taiwan’s information policy such as institutional, executive and
strategic dimensions shall be done.
Ms Paulina Rogoziecka (University of Lodz)
SEA in Japan’s memory politics, a case study of changes in policy and history textbooks
Japan’s memory politics and its influence on textbook writing in Japan has been extensively studied by
various scholars, in and outside of Japan. However most of those studies focus on the influence of Japan’s
politics on its interactions with China and South Korea, mentioning countries of SEA mostly in passing,
either as a footnote or a backdrop. Therefore, in this paper, author wants to present a case study of
comparison between contents of two editions of the same Japanese History textbook and changes to the
governmental policies toward SEA in between those two editions. By using constructivism and historical
institutionalism as a theoretical base, the main point of those comparisons is to establish if, and how did
those policies influence changes of content (in quality and quantity) and phrasing on SEA’s and Japan’s
shared history in aforementioned textbooks.
Dr Anna Rudakowska (Tamkang University)
The International Actorhood Identity of Taiwanese Cities
The traditional concern of International Relations (IR) scholarship with the interstate relations has been
amended to incorporate the study of various non-state actors, including cities. While the academic
discipline addressed its state-centric bias, the question arises whether the practitioners - i.e. politicians
and administrative staff on the state and local levels, have followed this trend to encompass cities in their
foreign policy discourses.
This study answers this question by looking at the foreign activities of the selected Taiwanese cities Taipei, New Taipei, Taoyuan, Taichung, Tainan and Kaohsiung. It analyses whether and how these cities
appropriate foreign policy responsibilities previously reserved for the states in order to constitute their
international actorness and at the same time, to reshape the ideational structure of the global society. It
takes a social constructivist approach and examines linguistic practices of the local governments in
question and of the other societal actors, who may enable or limit the cities’ international actorhood
identity.
Mr Mirosław Michał Sadowski (McGill University)
Hong Kong in the eyes of the world: Illiberal or authoritarian?
Over the past two years, a transformation of Hong Kong from ‘Asia world city’ to ‘protest central’ and
ultimately to ‘illiberal liberal city’ has been completed. Conflict has been a part of everyday life in Hong
Kong ever since its transition to China. In 2019, however, the PRC’s SAR was engulfed by protests on an
unprecedented scale, which seemed never to cease, repeated, like clockwork, every weekend. They were
brought to a (temporary?) halt by another out of the ordinary situation: the coronavirus epidemic,
allowing the change to an illiberal political system take place when protests were impossible. Why did this
happen – was it a revolution, an evolution of the system or the end of the 1997 transition? What was the
world’s reaction to these events? And ultimately, what now? The purpose of this paper is to answer these
questions, with a special focus on the global attempts at helping pro-democratic Hong Kongers, and the
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shrinking role of Hong Kong on the global stage due to permanent state of exception (in the Agambenian
sense) present in the SAR. In the first part of the paper the author introduces the events which have taken
place until 2014, setting the stage for later investigations. The second part of the paper is devoted to the
legal and socio-political analysis of the events between 2014 and the present day. In the third part of the
paper the author turns his attention to the ways the world responded to the illiberal changes, focusing on
the responses of the US, the UK and the EU. Ultimately, in the final part of the paper the author ponders
upon the future of Hong Kong, asking whether the political tensions, along with growing local crises
(regarding housing, pollution…) have shattered Hong Kong’s status once and for all.
Dr Adrian Szumowski (Faculty of Political Science and Journalism, UMCS)
Sea Power in South-East Asia
At the beginning of the 21st Century, South-East Asia is gradually becoming one of the major hub for
international tensions and conflict on a global scale. With surge of People Republic of China capabilities
connected with soft and hard Power, and re-igniting interest of remaining global players, this region is
witnessing adaptation of new strategies and tools not only for war, but also for political and economical
expansion.
The main aim of this paper is to examine development of tools and strategies associated with sea power,
which were developed in order to manage and exploit during standoff and potential conflict in the region.
One need to pointed out before. New quality of international environment is introducing change and
evolution to the classical concept associated with classical understanding of sea power – how it is
produced, measured and exploited in contemporary situation.
Main hypothesis of this paper will state, that with surge in cost and sophistication of sea power platforms,
the primary users are devising new avenues to project their influence in disputed areas of South-East Asia.
However, its final usefulness still need to be tested in real-space entanglements.
The paper will be subdivided on four separate parts. First will be devoted to original concepts of sea
power, according to its founders, such as A. T. Mahan, J. Corbett and J. Fisher, whose created foundations
of what is contemporary known as a sea power. Second will embrace the specifics of South-East Asia as a
particular region for deployment of sea power. It will investigate its political, economical, social and
cultural landscapes ant their ties to sea power. Third will investigate the potential change in the nature,
strategies and tools associated with sea power. And fourth part will encompass possible scenarios for sea
power implementation in the South-East Asia conflict zone.
Ms Valeria Vershinina (Moscow State Institute of International Relations)
Vietnam and ASEAN: Comparative Analysis of Vietnam’s Chairmanship in 2010 and 2020
Vietnam is a well-recognized member of the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) since
1995. One of the key priorities of Vietnam’s multifaceted foreign policy is its cooperation with ASEAN and
member-states. Vietnam was an ASEAN Chair three times (1998, 2010, and 2020). As an ASEAN Chair, the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam proposed a number of different initiatives aimed at ASEAN’s institutional
development as well as at strengthening the central role of the Association in the emerging security
architecture in the Asia Pacific Region. A comparative analysis of Vietnam’s ASEAN agendas in 2010 and
2020 may demonstrate how Vietnam perceives this regional organization for the past years. The
Vietnams’ ASEAN chairmanship in 2010 was focused on strengthening its position within the organization
and aimed at promoting a country’s international image. It also included enhancing cooperation between
ASEAN and its dialogue partners, and taking measures to reduce the development gap between ASEAN
member-states. However, the COVID-19 pandemic took over the agenda in 2020. Nevertheless, Vietnam
included such points as the digital economy, ASEAN position in international affairs, and internal reforms
of the Association in its recent agenda. It indicates that Vietnam is no longer a “newcomer’ in ASEAN and it
intends to strengthen its role in it while finding appropriate solutions to the new challenges. In conclusion,
the key priority of Vietnam is to maintain the Association as a strong, cohesive and effective organization
that can face current challenges and adopt to new conditions of the world development. The main goal of
ASEAN in Vietnam’s perception is to ensure the regional peace and stability under which small and middle
powers can regulate its asymmetric relations with major regional powers and create a favourable
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environment for economic developments of the individual ASEAN member-states and the whole Southeast
Asia region.

Ms Anna Voloshina (The Institute of Far Eastern Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences)
Troubled Waters: The Taiwan Issue Since the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis
A quarter of the century has passed since the end of the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis. In the recent years
global attention has been often focused on such aspects of China-U.S. relations as economic or
technological competition, South-China Sea territorial issues, and it might look like China, Taiwan and the
US have managed to maintain a status quo in the Taiwan Strait area, a place that once nearly turned into a
new war zone on the world map. The author’s argument is that the Taiwan issue still represents a major
regional security challenge for Beijing and Washington and there is a disturbing trend that, with the
situation evolving, the room for maneuver for each side is becoming more and more narrow.
Using the neorealist approach of three-level analysis, the author identifies the combination of factors that
have been driving the evolution the China-Taiwan-U.S. relations over the past years and offers the
scenarios for the development of the situation in the Taiwan Strait area.

Prof. Karol Żakowski (University of Lodz)
Overcoming Animosities: History Issues and Japan’s Cooperation with Southeast Asia
Although anti-Japanese sentiments in Southeast Asia initially remained strong after the second world war,
since the 1970s, Tokyo has managed to established mutually beneficial cooperation with many ASEAN
countries. Cordial relations between Japan and Southeast Asian states contrasted with periodic
reemergence of history issues between Japan and China or South Korea. This paper examines the causes of
this difference. It analyzes the international and domestic factors behind rapprochement between Japan
and such states as Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, or Vietnam. It is argued that reconciliation with ASEAN
countries was a part of Japan’s foreign policy strategy. Initially, it was aimed at promoting mutually
beneficial trade through the Fukuda Doctrine, but over time, it started serving as one of the ways of
containing and counterbalancing China’s rise in the region.
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